
May 28, 2020 

Gator News
Goodridge 2020 Picnic!! 

Who is invited?....Students, staff, families and 
friends of Goodridge. 
When?....Thursday June between 11:00 and 1:00. 
Where?....Penn Park in York, PA. 
Why?....Gator celebration 2020! Report cards 
available for pick up. 

It is the end of the 2019-2020 school year!  
Due to the pandemic we missed out on a lot 
of our favorite end of school activities!  That 
does not mean we cannot reschedule though! 

Reminders!

Before the end of the school year....

🐊  Complete Unit Studies assignment 
and submit! (Email or text)

🐊  Have a conference with your 
homeroom teacher if you have not 
already!

🐊  Complete work on Odyssey-ware 
or IXL.The school year is almost over!

🐊  Do you need extra credit to pass? 
Make arrangements with your 
teacher asap!

🐊  If you have questions or concerns 
contact us asap!

From: Ms. Ezibe



Kaya’s Story.... 
From Starr.... 
  Kaya has come an incredibly long 
way to become the majestic wolf-dog lady 
that she is today.  She and her pack-mate, 
Luna Mishka, were rescued from a lifetime of 
abuse, neglect and torture.  Shortly after her 
birth, little Kaya was taken from her mom 
wolf and sold to a very evil man.  This 
terrible human kept Kaya and Luna in tiny 
cages and only got them out to beat and 
torture them or force them to fight.  They 
were starved and never got to see the sun or play outside.  They had never felt soft grass under their paws or smelled 
sweet flowers or felt the soft breeze in their fur while dozing in the sun.  And they most certainly had not ever been 
loved, snuggled or known any kindness at all from humans.  They knew only fear.  This despicable crime went on for 
years in an urban setting where neighbors were only a wall away.  Then one day a few neighbors complained to the 
police.  The confused neighbors reported hearing howling and crying from the building often and an awful smell, but no 
one had ever seen any dogs or animals go in or out.  When the property was finally investigated, a frightening story 
unfolded inside.  Kaya and Luna were 2 of 13 total canines being kept in a disgusting basement apartment, closed off 
from the world and sun.  Each one confined to a tiny cage smaller than your school desks.  When not used as victims of 
the sick human in charge, they were left alone to stand in filth in cold cages and rarely fed, if at all.  Once the place was 
raided, the evil man was arrested and ALL of the canines were rescued.  Kaya and Luna were special and different from 
the rest.  After DNA testing proved that they were both high content wolf-dogs, the troubled twosome were brought to 
our sanctuary.  On that day their lives changed forever.  For the first time the now inseparable pair were greeted with 
soft hands and voices from humans.  They were kept together in quarantine quarters to get nourishment and veterinary 

treatment to heal their many wounds.  Somehow these two 
accepted the human help and their health rapidly improved.  
Kaya and Luna literally transformed from there.  They went 
from skeletal shadows with hip and rib bones jutting out from 
their strong frame to the fluffy, healthy, robust girls we know 
today!  What an incredible journey of strength, resilience, and 
spirit!  Kaya and Luna teach us an incredibly valuable lesson, 
with strength, support, perseverance and love, we can overcome 
evil, cruelty and even torture, to achieve a life with sunshine and 
happiness.❤ 🐺



Ms. Starr 
⭐ To my dearest Gators.... 
 It still seems unreal to me that this school year is 
about to end.  In all my life, I have never experienced 
anything like this global pandemic, now familiarly known 
as COVID-19/Coronavirus.  In mid March we were going 
about our normal school days.  I was planning our 
schedules for PSSA and Keystone testing, and happily 
preparing for our field trip to the wolf sanctuary.  The 
morning traffic on 83 was agitating me daily (as I live far) 
and each day that aggravation would be instantly lifted 

when you 
guys came 
into the 
building 
and we 
would start 
our day.  
Then, 
overnight, 
ALL 
schools 
were shut 

down indefinitely, and the rest of the world shut down as 
well.  At first we planned for 2 weeks.  It was annoying, 
but necessary.  As the virus spread out of control, we all 
needed to stay home to stay safe.  Times became 
frightening, unpredictable and even apocalyptic at times.  
There was no more school, traffic or life as we knew it.  
We all quickly learned the definition of “quarantine”.  
Then we each redefined it in our own way.  We found new 
ways to connect with each other.  We kept learning, 
creating and discovering new things.  Ruby and Luna 
have LOVED being co-teachers and look forward to 
every Zoom meeting with you guys!  I truly miss you 
guys and I am proud of the way you all fought through 
this pandemic!   

Please reach out and stay in touch over the summer!! 
And as always....TAKE CARE OF YOURSELVES AND 
EACH OTHER!! 
Sincerely, Ms. Starr, Ruby, Luna, and the wolves! 
(Check out Ruby & Luna zooming with their wolf 
friends!)

Mr. R. 
Hands Up! Hands Down! 
 Hello everyone! Wow what a year! I’d like 
to take this opportunity to personally congratulate 
you on one of the most interesting journeys you 
may ever take during your academic paths. You’ve 
shown patience, fortitude, kindness and most of all 
resiliency while dealing with the events of 
COVID-19. This school year brought us closer as a 
school family and I hope you continue to stay in 
communication with each other for years to come. 
 This year brought us a multitude of positive 
experiences from great classroom discussions, 
dissections, weekly walks to the market and 
watching each other bloom into brilliant young men 
and women! But I would be less of a person if I 
didn’t throw in the fact that myself, Mr. Kyle and 
Mr. Stephens were undefeated in the Physical Ed. 
Basketball league both during and after school. 
 Virtually I watched both our Middle School 
and High School Students work rigorously through 
online platforms like IXL 
and Odyssey Ware. To 
date our Middle School 
students have completed 
19,314 questions and 
completed just under 200 

classroom hours on IXL. 
Our High Schoolers 
continue to work on passing 
assigned classes while 

working towards their ultimate goals of graduating 
and moving into professional careers. 
 Please take advantage of this last week of 
assigned classes and but forth you best effort both 
academically and socially in your homes and 
community!  Lastly enjoy some of these photo 
memories of your staff! We thank you for a great 
year!

🐊Messages from Gator Staff🐊



Ms. Ritter 
 Although we were not able to finish an entire 
normal school year inside of Goodridge this year, I 

am still so happy I 
was able to 
complete my first 
full year teaching as 
a Goodridge Gator! 
Things have been 
pretty tough since 
mid March, but we 
have all shown 

some true perseverance throughout our time doing 
distance learning and that’s what it means to be a 
Gator! I am so proud of this staff, our students and all 
the family members who have supported the 
Goodridge Gators.  
 While you are having your summer fun, 
please don’t forget to stimulate your minds, kids! 
Pick up a book and read, read, read! Whether it’s 
fiction, non-fiction, an autobiography or a comic 
book, challenge your mind to read at least a few 
pages a week. My favorite thing to remind you all - 
the more you read, the better you get at it! I will be 
doing the same and can’t wait to hear about some of 
the books you’ve dived into this summer once we are 

🐊Messages from Gator Staff🐊
Mr. Gentile 

Hello, Gators! 
 Well, that sure was an interesting way to close 
out the school year! I want to say that it was great 
getting to know each of you throughout the year. I am 
proud of the progress 
that all of you made and 
I want you to continue to 
do positive things! 
Hopefully, I will see 
many of you this summer 
enjoying the weather at 
the parks and lakes in the 
community. This is the 
biggest fish I have 
caught so far, so I have 
some more fishing to do. 
Plus, I cannot let Mr. R 
beat me! I wish you all 
the best and please be safe throughout the summer. 

Mr. Gentile 

Counselor Wade  

Dear colleagues & Goodridge family,  
 As the 2019-20 school year draws to a 
close, I want everyone to know that, despite 
the need for distance learning, I truly believe 
that this year was one of our best! I look 
forward to the 2020-21 school year with great 
anticipation & excitement!  
Hopefully we can a be together, as one, at 
William C. Goodridge Academy like we were 
before! I pray that we can and I sincerely hope 
that you and your loved ones are staying 
healthy, staying positive &, after a well 
deserved summer break, staying hungry to 
learn...when we return! 

Counselor Wade

Ms. Oquendo 

 Great job this year Gators!  Have a safe and 
happy summer!  Make good choices, stay out of 
trouble and I’ll see you all in the fall! 



Ms. Ezibe 
 As we wrap up our end of the school year of online learning, I want to thank you all for a job well done. 
Who would have predicted that we would be experiencing a shutdown of our normal routines and expectations? 
I am glad to be working with an abundance of talented people. We dove right into assisting the district by 
distributing laptop devices, implementing IXL for our middle schoolers, and Odyssey-ware for our high 
schoolers. I am proud of the hard work and effort displayed by our team; they have gone above and beyond to 
reach each student's needs. The key factor in this whole experience was the parents’ involvement. Parents, thank 
you for your support - I couldn’t have done this without you. Also, I want to shout out to all the students who 
continued to be engaged virtually. Moving forward, I will continue to deliver high quality instructions for all 
students. Have a wonderful summer!

🐊Messages from Gator Staff🐊

Mrs. Fordyce 

 As our school year comes to a close, 
please know that we, as teachers, 
understand and appreciate all that parents, 
grandparents, and guardians 
 sacrificed to help your children with their 
school work and to see to it that 
 they logged on to the various platforms! 
We thank you and want to assure 
 you that we will continue to support you 
and our students in the coming 
 months! Please enjoy the amusing 
 entry below! Please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us if you have any 
 questions or concerns! 
 Have a safe & wonderful summer! 

 Respectfully, 
 Mrs. Fordyce 
 Spec Education Coordinator" 



 


